6.2 Engage in Professional Learning and improve practice 
Context: Staff Development Day Professional Development Conference by Andrell Education, Victoria
Date: 12th October Time: 8:45 -3:30 
Topic: Big write and VCOP Focus: Integrating VCOP into Classroom Practice and Planning Online 
Take away points 
[bookmark: _GoBack]V= Vocabulary, C=Connectives, O= Openers, P= Punctuation
The whole program is underpinned by talk. If they can’t say it, they can’t write it. Students need to verbalise before they are expected to write. 
To provide with a better understanding of: Planning, game or activity making, leading to writing tasks, editing and analysing. 
It uses 4T model. 
· Target 
· Teach 
· Talk (game or activity)
· Task 
Four components of VCOP jigsaw puzzle to achieve success. 
-Talk- VCOP- Big write- Criterion Scale (for teachers and students) 
Reflection 
The professional development conference at the school was developed by a Victorian organisation and was very effective in terms of suggesting ways to gradually incorporate writing skills from foundation level. Writing is considered to be a critical area in terms of teaching at foundation level, hence the opportunity to engage in professional learning opportunity targeted specifically at developing effective writers from Kindergarten level is valuable. Furthermore, the opportunity to collaborate and discuss the elements of effective writing program with other colleagues in two other branches in Sydney was very beneficial. The expected time span for different level of progression in writing skills, was practical. Collaboration at assessing individual pieces of writing at various levels was also useful to gauge the assessment criterion used by different teachers. In foundation year, the students are expected to introduce to VCOP big write from term 3 broadly speaking but specifically as soon as they are able to write words and sentences clearly. Obviously, the big write is to be followed by lots of experiences allowing talking. Foundation checklist are very handy to be altered to individual class/student’s requirements.  

